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Founding of Tung Wah Hospital

—

RE=RERI8TOFMKENK LR IEE[T o The Tung Wah Group of Hospitals originated from Tung Wah Hospital, which was

YR BZEENS K RE=[RO ﬁ?& founded on legal grounds. Nearly 150 years have passed, Tung Wah has
3 = @ = developed into the largest charitable organisation in Hong Kong with the most
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= . /__fﬁ TE WREX  BRES I 2 T AL RIS diversified services. More than 300 service centres provide Chinese and Western

e BETEB300ERMKEN  REFAES

: medicine, education, social and cultural services to the people of Hong Kong.
BEE  HE 28R XIEFERRBRE o

In 1851, 14 industry representatives and merchants filed an application to the

18514 + 14 % :H:,ﬁ = Rg A B EAJZE% K H.ong Kong government for the establishment of a.c?ommunal ancestral_ hall in Tal
Ping Shan Street, Shueng Wan, to house the spirit tablets of the Chinese who

P LU 7 B2 = 1 LN S A 8 1 AR R passed away in Hong Kong and had no family. The communal ancestral hall was

VE AR E HE" 1—1 BmEREMA XHEA known as Kwong Fook I-tsz, or Pak Shing Temple. Due to poor management, the
g ER o MREEBAZ  BRKNAFBETBEHE®IE  communal ancestral hall became a place where critically ill people were left to die.
EWHH o 1869F4 A= %g;;eﬁﬂ Y 52 2 IR In April 1869, newspapers reported on the appalling hygiene conditions in Kwong
=, (B I TS 5»5 A2 1 - %I] ES . % ESH Fook I-tsz, promptlng.the governmen.t to pay attention to the hygiene and medllcal
__fin _ T ICT problems of the Chinese community. In June of the same year, a hospital
EF6A MR ERSE }5 E7 BEEANZ preparatory committee was established to engage representatives of the Chinese
o am = P Eb RRREAME R HEAM community in discussion on the founding of a Chinese medicine hospital to
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F'.:ﬁ 7H o 1870&E3 E 30 B }_, W FE3iE (=  provide long term medical services to the Chinese and solve other problems. On

= E'J By » pf S B EEER , L\ B BE oh 2 30 March 1870, the Hong Kong government passed the Chinese Hospital

% %E, EE R A o Incorporation Ordinance, which saw the founding of Tung Wah Hospital to provide
= - free Chinese medicine services to the impoverished Chinese.
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RENEERFL AR BEEBEL R — {8 The history of Tung Wah’s medical services reflects the history of Hong Kong's

HE 2 HEEEEZF EHEEBERET - #&  healthcare development, whereas its medical archives are important materials for
2  RKEIWEEHNLE - BT X % 12 1= 5 the research.on the history of Hong. Kong S health(?arel sewlcgs as weI.I as social
it j 2= T O A B O M 4 18 * 5 & (E M and economic development. In addition to preserving its medical archives, Tung
= ) *[+ i 1
=5 REFLFHS 7% - Wah has implemented a number of archive restoration and digitisation projects in
=5 = - oo 418 : . .
HIFLarE REBELMNMRIEHREZRY recent years to provide more reference materials for research’into Heng Kong

BZEZZR o history.

#1950 F RV ETR & A
The Kwong Fook I-tsz, photo taken in 1950s.

T AR RESR
Tung Wah Hospital in the early 20th century

1930F R EEE R
The Kwong Wah Hospital in the 1930s

19295 7% R AY R ZE AR it
The Tung Wah Eastern Hospital completed
in 1929
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Tung Wah Group of Hospitals
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Crisis and Opportunity:
Impact of the Bubonic Plague in the

Late 19th Century on Tung Wah Hospital

1894F5H » HEEBREEHEREERFEN » IBIEMEE] InMay of 1894, the first case of bubonic plague was discovered in Hong Kong. This
1225 A B R E ﬁZ,OOOA%ﬁ% T o FEA A was foIIowe.d bY an epldemlclz w.hlchI claimed the lives of C.Iose to 2,000 people |.n two
~ - AP months. Tai Ping Shan District in Sheung Wan, which had a large Chinese
MR LREATFILEMAARE population, was badly affected. At that time, the colonial government implemented
AR IEEBER D iAo L FEE B RERE harsh hygiene and infection control measures on the Chinese community in a bid to
A RIEEN  NEHEBAEE LR HFEE prevent the plague from spreading. Hong Kong was declared an infected area and
S 0] A ! - _ patients were forbidden to seek medical treatment in Guangzhou. In addition, those

P == ES Z; T = B2 EE & "—“Eg\ P _ _ .
FEIMNFEE - WRITIE Y (£ B B A 2 infected with the bubonic plague in Tung Wah Hospital was forcibly quarantined on a
g riag > clEEmEREITm o REBEBPL/FETF  ship at sea. These measures caused an outcry among the Chinese. Tung Wah
=, AEMEZTRRFETENRE » Eag3c¥isess  Hospital tried to mediate between the government and the public, but was attacked

« N

~7 by both sides. The epidemic also sparked debates over whether Tung Wah Hospital
BEr=ERERYEEM S 0 1896F » BRI ESE P ° S Tran Tosp
should be closed down. In 1896, the government appointed a committee to

EMREEENEFEREEBEBELAE  E&F investigate the operation of Tung Wah Hospital and whether it should be closed
BREEEERT AP R , (HABS| ATHENHEIT—Z  down. It was decided that Tung Wah Hospital could continue to operate, but Western

o o= dicine services and medical reform initiatives had to be introduced. From then on
SIBEENE - Bt REEHREAA—HhAERE ’
55 = . e o - Tung Wah Hospital became a hospital offering both Chinese and Western medicine
HEERE c RIN1911F R K EFEEFE 19295 services. Kwong Wah Hospital, founded in 1911, and Tung Wah Eastern Hospital,

Y R ERPE » 78 [ IFIEA founded in 1929, also offered Chinese and Western services simultaneously.
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n May 1894, shortly after the outbreak of the bubonic plague in Hong
Kong, the government requisitioned a glass factory in Kennedy Town to set
up a plague hospital providing Chinese medicine service managed by Tung
Wah to ease the ire of Chinese.

2 LFIEXRFIUE  1894FEEEXNE °
Tal Ping Shan district in Sheung Wan, the worst hit area when bubonic
plague raged through Hong Kong in 1894

3 1894FHEIARTILEEITIHE NS T
British troops sterilising the Tai Ping Shan district in 1894
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Report of the Commission to Inquire into the Working and Organisation of
the Tung Wah Hospital (1896) (Chinese translation)
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Tradition and Innovation:

Pioneering Integrated
Chinese and Western Medicine Services

‘: BRI = — H = KA Eﬁﬁmgﬁ_zﬂﬁ Tung Wah Group of Hospitals has continued its
% | B, A AHEPEFE o I long-standing tradition to offer free medical
;‘ 4 BT HREFEESE EI’J services to the needy. Presently, in addition to the

| S 200 free beds sponsored by the government each
- 2003k REBRI - REWLH A e
an _ o : year, Tung Wah provides free beds, free Chinese
# BEFEENTRERZERK " . .
— and Western medicine general outpatient services,
Sl GETHESENMPY R A

and free Western medicine specialist outpatient
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SR IR 75 FRBARX services to those in need with around 900,000 visits
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per annum. The estimated expenditure for free

T
L

medical services in 2019/20 is $69.2 million.
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Free outpatient clinic of Tung Wah Hospital
iIn mid-20th century

15 EBEEEDR  HE—EHERASHNFZREREEZ  Since the return of sovereignty of Hong Kong to Mainland China, Tung Wah has

IS BRETRIESE » a3 HEfR = P ihER responded to the government policy by actively developing its Chinese medicine
o S N services. Collaboration and exchanges with medical professionals from the Mainland,
BEEASNNMALBEERR  BEEZRE . S |
- w s . Taiwan, Macao and Hong Kong are promoted through organising large-scale symposia
}‘jJEFj(EJ"'—':iHE G AP P B 2 g nqgofﬁt*/\'mﬂﬂﬁ_é? : . :
_ T on Chinese and Western medicine. Tung Wah also supports Chinese and Western
EZ = = 78 =T 33 | /LT Ex . : . . : : :
R EE A B EI A KBRS HEITHES medicine professionals to join study tour in the Mainland China and overseas, conducts
EEGREH > WREBTERENLAAERRE o clinical researches on Chinese medicine, and sets up the Journal Club of Chinese and

Western Medicine.

20145 » REXESEBHREBRFEHN (PR - | e
Beim eI B |, B RAY R ERE R th Bl Tung Wah took the lead to join the “Integrated Chinese-\Western Medicine Pilot
)i Al B 1= ) == ., . o : "

e e s Programme” launched by the Hospital Authority in 2014. TWGHs Chinese medicine

oo T 3 o FH pt =<1 T 7\ . _ _

BEREMREZLRSF  ARTESERTF clinical research centres work with Pamela Youde Nethersole Eastern Hospital and

B HEFHGFIRKLIER B2 TE - BYE Tung Wah Hospital to provide Chinese medicine treatments to inpatients suffering from

RV ERRFAREFESE - low back pain, shoulder and neck pain, or stroke, based on the clinical protocol

developed by a working group comprising Chinese and Western medicine experts.

RE=FCNEREEY  ERPEEBMETEAE

o | The history of Tung Wah's medical services bears testimony to the change in the
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relationship between Chinese and Western medicine in Hong Kong, from excluding to

=) EREIIE ~ BEF  EMEE 2| FAE
e BR ITREETHBESREITHEE L
HMEEREENGEM o spirit in developing its integrated Chinese and Western medical services.

complementing each other. It also exemplifies Tung Wah's adventurous and innovative
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TWGHs Wilson T.S. Wang Centre
of Integrated Health Management
was established in early 2009 and
offers high-quality, personalised,
systematic and comprehensive
integrated Chinese and Western
therapeutic solutions to the public.
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During the outbreak of SARS
in 2003, TWGHs and the
Hospital Authority announced
the research findings on the
treatment of SARS by Chinese
medication.
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Conservation and Passing on Legacies:

Tung Wah’s Work in History and Culture

r,‘,- EEPS T *#ﬁg

)HH¢|

101 TN EEERBMFMECEE 7 B AR ALER ~ 4h ~ 38 ~ Fuk - #
FBARKY  EEERERARHEERERRENT HEEY -

Kwong Wah Hospital Registry in 1917. It recorded the information regarding the
admission and discharge of patients with personal details, such as name, gender,
hometown, address and sickness symptoms, as well as accounts of hospital expenses
on patients’ food and fuel consumption, etc.
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In recent years, Tung Wah had completed several projects on the conservation

With its long history, Tung Wah has in its collection vast quantities of historical
of archives, including Kwong Wah Hospital Registry. J ", J 9

records and relics. Many scholars believe that studying the historical records and
relics of Tung Wah helps them understand the history of Hong Kong and, in

EECRBEYEEAE RETHSS S HED R particular, the city’'s early Chinese community. Tung Wah established the Records
and Heritage Office in 2010 to conserve, develop and share the history and

= \ =7 5a : : : : i

=M - RNPVEBEBERE  HRAREHEEE R culture of the group, while promoting heritage conservation work and providing

MBS T RES  HARSMEAGENE  ESeS

F o WEZFTR201I0FKRLERZRE L LA In addition to the rich collection of historical records and relics, Tung Wah also

= & % T2 A BT B 2 — [ 4 R | manages a humber of historic buildings, including the declared monuments Tung

Z - BIRE - HERDZR e Y JBE 52 346 Wah Museum, TWGHs Man Mo Temple and Race Course Fire Memorial. Over

HEYYIRE T/ENIBEYILIRE ° the years, Tung Wah has carried out restoration work of various scopes on its
historic buildings, so that the original appearances of the structures from different
time periods can be preserved.
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Tung Wah Museum was declared a monument by the Hong Kong government in 2010

2016 R == = Pl e R & XY/ - B i

UNEFIRTZE MBS =AY o 3 » HE=[R In 2016 the TWGHs Maisy Ho Archiv.es a.nd Relics Centre was est.ablished

. . N and be able to collect and preserve historical records as well as relics more
he e B S SAE I R EETZ A RS R - BERE effectively and on a larger scale. In recent years, the Records and Heritage
Er=tE EHEBUSTHERMPWEREETFE ARG Offllce carried 9.Ut several archive restoration, documentation and dllgltlsatlon
- B e e projects to facilitate experts and scholars at home and abroad to view Tung
BRI ERRE =B LS Wah archives online.
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To share the fruit of our efforts
with members of the public, we
uploaded a number of carefully
selected records to the “Preserve
and Share — Tung Wah Museum

Archives” website
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TWGHSs organised various kinds of cultural activities for sharing the history and culture of the Group
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